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DRMC LEADERS TESTIFY IN SUPPORT OF BILLS TO ACCELERATE CRITICAL EXPANSIONS OF I-35e, SH 183
 Use of Innovative Financing Approach Would Break Funding Impasse

DALLAS – March 23, 2011 – Dallas Regional Mobility Coalition (DRMC) leaders testified this morning in Austin before the Senate Committee on Transportation and Homeland Security, in favor of two critical bills that would facilitate expansions of I-35E from I-635 in Dallas to SH 380 in Denton, and SH 183 from I-35E in Dallas to SH 161 in Irving. Leaders of the DRMC noted that these Senate bills are a significant part of DRMC’s 2011 legislative platform, which focuses on innovative approaches to fund and build regionally significant transportation projects including enhancements to I-35E and SH 183.

Along with their companion bills in the House, SB 1144, by Sen. Florence Shapiro (R – Plano), Sen. Chris Harris (R – Arlington) and Sen. Jane Nelson (R – Grapevine), and SB 1145, by Sen. 
Shapiro, Sen. Harris and Sen. Royce West (D – Dallas), signal a critical first step in the badly needed expansion and improvement of these vital thoroughfares. Both bills were unanimously, favorably voted out of the Senate Committee today.
Under current state law, public-private partnerships that bring private equity to pay for and build major, regional roads cannot be used without legislative approval. SB 1144 and SB 1145 would authorize  public-private partnerships to expand a 28-mile stretch of the I-35E corridor from Dallas to Denton and a 9.1-mile segment of the SH 183 corridor from Dallas through Irving, just as has been previously used for other major projects across the state, including the LBJ Express and North Tarrant Express.
“We just don’t have sufficient public funds to build badly needed transportation projects in Texas’ fastest-growing areas,” said Rob Franke, chair of the DRMC and mayor of Cedar Hill. “We cannot afford to wait another 20 years. We keep pointing out that the cost of doing nothing about increasing congestion will be more than the cost of finding solutions now. I-35E is a great example of how true this is. Without expanded I-35E capacity, our region’s ability to sustain its extraordinary economic success will be significantly hampered, and our citizens will find their quality of life and the quality of the air they breathe deteriorating.”
DRMC leaders point out that support for the bills is broad and that momentum is growing. The organization has received resolutions from the cities and counties adjacent to these highways and letters from dozens of businesses that stress the need to keep people and goods moving on the corridor.

“We keep hearing the message loud and clear from constituents – do something now,” said Denton County Judge Mary Horn, who is spearheading the I-35E Coalition, a DRMC-initiated effort to unite the public and private sectors behind corridor improvements. “The I-35E corridor is not only important regionally, but it is also part of a critical national and international pipeline for the movement of people and freight. Given Texas’ transportation funding crisis, leveraging private equity through a public-private partnership is the best and perhaps only way to address growing congestion before it worsens further.”
The total cost of the I-35E improvement project is projected to be $4.4 billion. Denton County has stepped up and pledged $535 million of its Regional Toll Revenue towards the project, along with $55 million of voter-approved county road bond funds, leaving a shortfall of over $3.8 billion. The Dallas-to-Denton segment of I-35E currently has an average traffic count of 175,000 – 200,000 vehicles per day, which is projected to increase to 330,000 vehicles per day by 2030 in its most congested areas. The Federal Highway Administration approved the design schematics and Interstate Access Justification for I-35E in October 2009. Environmental clearance and the issuance of a “finding of no significant impact” were received for the middle segment of I-35E earlier this year.  
“Public funding options are simply unavailable for critical mobility-enhancing projects that would alleviate congestion in Texas’ major metropolitan regions,” said Linda Koop, vice chair of the DRMC and Dallas City Council member, who is helping to spearhead the SH 183 Stakeholders Coalition, a DRMC-initiated effort to unite the public and private sectors behind corridor improvements. “The alternative to identifying innovative approaches is to do nothing, while congestion and air quality worsen. We find this option unacceptable.”

The total cost of the SH 183 improvement project is projected to be $1.3 billion. This segment of SH 183 currently has an average traffic count of 150,000 – 200,000 vehicles per day, which is projected to increase to 350,000 vehicles per day by 2030 in its most congested areas. The Federal Highway Administration approved the design schematics for the segment in 2006. Environmental clearance and the issuance of a “finding of no significant impact” are expected to be received by June 2011.  

“Our citizens, elected officials, businesses and chambers of commerce all keep telling us – mobility is essential,” said Irving Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Rick Stopfer, who is also helping to spearhead the SH 183 Stakeholders Coalition. “The SH 183 corridor connects the near-downtown Dallas area with DFW International Airport, one of the world’s busiest airports, and passes through Irving, home to more than 200,000 residents and the operations of more than 40 Fortune 500 companies. It is too critical a corridor to continue neglecting the needed improvements.”
The DRMC, the leading advocate for transportation policies, funding and solutions for the Dallas area, is working to address the challenges posed by the region’s continued, rapid growth, as evidenced by the recent release of the latest U.S. Census data for Texas. To view the full 2011 DRMC legislative agenda, which seeks to preserve existing transportation funding sources while also supporting innovative approaches to new transportation project financing, visit the DRMC website: http://www.dallasmobility.org/legislative_agenda.asp.
About the DRMC

The Dallas Regional Mobility Coalition (DRMC) is an organization of cities, counties and public transportation agencies in a five-county region on the eastern side of the DFW Metroplex that advocates for transportation policy, funding and solutions on a local, state and federal level.  The DRMC has four critical objectives:

1. Improve mobility and safety;

2. Improve air quality;
3. Enhance quality of life through reduced commuting and travel times; and
4. Support economic vitality.
The DRMC meets on the first Friday of every month at the headquarters of the North Texas Tollway Authority, 5900 Plano Parkway, Plano.  For more information about the DRMC and a full calendar of upcoming transportation events in North Texas, visit www.dallasmobility.org.
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