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Industry News

Feds award $19.4 in rail relocation funds

Eight citles and states will share $19.4 million to replace, relocate and improve segmenls of raifroad track in order to enhance safety, livability, and economic development.
The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) received 51 applications from across the country for the Rail Line Relocation and Improvement (RLR) granls, seeking more than $202

million,

FRA's RLR Granl Program assists projects that improve community livability and promote economic development by addressing the effects of rail traffic on safety, roadway and
pedestrian traffic, overall quality of life and locat area commerce. Funding for these grants is made avallable through annuat appropriations and requires a 10 percent contribution
from the project sponsor. !

In September, as part of the Rail Line Relocation Grant Program, FRA will issue a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for more than $11.5 mitlion (made avallable through
annual appropriations), with applications due 30 days later. The notice will be published on the FRA's websile and available through the Federal Regisler fater this month.

Rail line relocation dollars announced today will fund the following projects:

Port of San Francisco, Califomia - Quint Street Yard Track and Signa! Improvements - $2,970,000 to improve an approximately one mile-long spur connecting a Callrain
mainline track to the San Francisco Rail Yard. The mainline is under consideration for use as part of the Catifornia high-speed rail project, and the current condition of the
spur track limits the frequency, weight and length of trains thal can use the track, causing delays. The improvements will allow freight lrains o operate at higher speeds
and clear the mainline more quickly, significantly reducing delays to Caltrain commuter trains and fulure high-speed rail irains.

Sprague, Connecticut - Providence & Worcester Raliroad Willimantic Branch - $5,302,800 to upgrade track on the Providence and Worcester Railroad Company's
Willimantic Branch, allowing freight operations to increase speed from 10 mph to 40 mph. Located in a rural section of east central Connecticut, the Willimantic Branch
serves local shippers, and improvements will provide for more efficient movemnent of freight shipments originating from ar destined to customers across the nation or
overseas.

Maryland Department of Transporation- Canton Area Rail Improvement Project, $1,742,240 for the expansion of a Canton Rallroad Company yard facility. The short line
raliroad serves industrial customers in and around the Port of Baltimore, Current swilching operations often cause major motor vehicle traffic delays, requiring traffic to be
rerouted around the yard. The improvements will permit more efficient swilching operstions, and create additional car sforage, which will help reduce traffic congestion.

Tavares, Florida - Florida Central Railroad Upgrade and Rehabilitation, $2,200,000 (o upgrade a segment of track on the Florida Central Rallroad in Lake and Orange
counlies, allowing increases in speed from 10 mph to 40 mph. Coupled with additlonal lrack and bridge repairs, freight service can be restored to areas currently not
served by rail. The improvements may also benefit potential future SunRall commulter service and an excursion traln service between Oriando and the City of Mt. Dora.

Minnesota Department of Transportation - K-Line Rall Improvement Project, $1,469,556 to improve and extend a municipally-owned rall spur. The line connects to an
Industrial park in the City of Wadena, where last year, tomados caused severe damage lo local homes and businesses. Extending the track will enable a local shipper,
whose current location forces it to roule iraffic close to a high school, lo relocate its operations to the industrial park.

Arkansas State Highway and Transportation Depariment - Arkansas Midland Rafiroad/Warren Branch, $2,721,435 to rehabllitate and improve 40 miles of track along the
Warren Branch of the Arkansas Midiand Rallroad, a short line railroad located in the Arkansas Delta. The planned improvements will remedy poor track conditions
caused by inadequate drainage and heavy freight loads, which have contributed to washouts, broken rails, derailments and slow orders that reduce train speeds.

Springfield, Missouri - West Wye Connection Track, $1,898,444 to relocate an existing "Wye' track (a triangular junction utilized for rall switching and tuming) that runs
through the center of Springfield to the westem side of the city. The project will enable the permanent removal of 23 highway-rall grade crossings, increasing roadway
safety In the area while improving raliroad operational performance.

N

Alaska Railroad - Milepost 142 Curve Alignment, $1,141,840 o reduce the curvature of the Alaska Rallroad mainfine adjacent o the Native Village of Eklutna, The
realignment and Improvements will increase track speeds, reduce nolse and improve operating safety and efficlency. A new access road will also allow vehicles to access
trains for inspection and car repair, and provide Eldutna inc. tribal members access to their property.
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