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Environmental Justice & Public Involvement

Importance of Environmental Justice

Environmental justice is a concept used to determine
whether or not a project harms disadvantaged
communities or populations. By measuring the cost to
a community against the value of a project,
transportation planners can determine if the project
should be undertaken. Transportation decisions are
intended to improve quality of life for all residents in
the metropolitan area. Therefore, it is important to
ensure that no particular socioeconomic group is
adversely affected by transportation decisions. By
making environmental justice an important part of the
everyday planning and decision-making processes,
better decisions can be made to meet the needs of all
people in the area.

strategies and procedures are designed to educate the
public about transportation planning and development
topics. They allow interested parties to comment on
transportation ideas and proposals and to actively
contribute to the policy- and decision-making
processes.

Additional components of the public involvement
process are: reasonable access to technical and policy
information, open public meetings, and explicit
consideration of, and response to, public input.
Information is available through NCTCOG s
Transportation Department and via the Internet at
www.nctcog.org/trans.

Generally, the results of the environmental
justice analysis indicate that implementing
the policies, programs, and procedures

of Mobility 2030 will not have a
disproportionately negative impact on any
protected population class.

Public Involvement

The North Central Texas Council of Governments
Transportation Departments public involvement

Ratio of Protected Population Relative to

Public Meetings

e Public meeting notices run in local daily and
community newspapers, minority-focused
newspapers, and Spanish-language
newspapers.

 All public meeting locations are accessible to
people with disabilities, and adjustments can
be made to accommodate those who need
assistance.

» Locations allow NCTCOG to reach diverse
populations.

e For non-English speakers, interpreters are
available for meetings upon request, and
materials can be translated when necessary.

Unprotected Population for Mobility 2030 Performance Measures
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